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which answers the needs of all men. Native
countries will exist in the same way beside the
human race, the common patrimony of all con-
scious beings. No doubt a day will come when
in their turn the various alluvions of rites and
dogmas which obscure the human mind will
vanish. Then will burst forth in all its beauty
the divine essence of all religions, religiousness,
the universal and ineradicable principle. The
eternal source, it has given birth to all the religions.
In their turn, these .may die, in the same place
which gave them birth.

Thus will pass away the creeds and the dogmas,
yielding their ground to religiousness, the domain
of unutterable aspirations, common to all human
beings.

Nevertheless, it would be unfair to regard all
the dogmatic religions as foes of our happiness.
When they do not lower the minds of believers
by a degrading fanaticism, and base articles of
faith, they exert a beneficent influence. To under-
stand this reservation, it is sufficient to remember
the state of savagery created in the past by certain
religions. The present, in fact, is not free from this
condition of things. Do we not see to-day the
majority of the religions regulate the conduct of
their followers on the bases of a double accounting